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01 August 2000

Mr and Mrs Keith Smith
Southampton Youth Orchestra
City of Southampton Music Services
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British Embassy
Beijing
11 Guang Hua Lu
Jian Guo Men Wai

Beijing 100600
People’s Republic of China
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Southampton
Telephone: (0086 10) 6532 1961

(By fax: 00 44 2380 833324) Facsimile: (0086 10) 6532 1937
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CHINA TOUR 2000

I hope you both had a comfortable return journey to the UK with all your charges. May I say what
a delight it was to have a chance to meet you when you were in Beijing last week and to chat
about the vicigsitudes of touring China with a symphony orchestra. Getting round three cities with
a group of 80 plus is a great achievement.

1 was also - needless to say - most impressed by the performance on Saturday night at the Beijing
21* Century Theatre. It certainly seemed to capture the imagination of the Chinese audience. If
your concerts in Xi'an and Qingdao were as successful, I am sure you will have contributed
enormously to the reputation of the Youth Orchestra and to Chinese awareness of British ability in
the musical arts. In particular in Qingdao I am sure you can only have reinforced the growing
links between your two cities, and to provide a firm foundation for the future.

I was sorry to hear that so many of your players will be moving on this year. Iam sure, however,
that the orchestra will continue to grow stronger in the future. I hope that one day in another part
of the world I may find that the Southampton Youth Orchestra is again on tour overseas.

gﬂm po : /@/5”‘/

Christopher Segar
Comimnercial Connsellor

Copied to: Councillor June Bridle
Southampton City Council
00 44 1703 833221

Bob Hogg Esq
Executive Director

Southampton City Council
00 44 1703 833221

John Guest Esq
Southampton and Fareham Chamber of Commerce
00 44 2380 227426



